St. Mary’s College of Maryland

The Gambia West Africa Field Study Program, ANTH 303.01

Program Dates: May 24-July 14, 2008 (7 weeks) 
Instructors: 
Bill Roberts, Professor of Anthropology 


Deborah O’Donnell, Assistant Professor of Psychology



Liza Gijanto, Archaeologist

Description: U.S. Americans generally have little knowledge about or appreciation for Africa and Africans, in large part because the majority of information about the continent and its people is found in media representations that highlight environmental degradation, disease, hunger, poverty and civil strife. This course is designed to provide participants with first-hand experiences in The Gambia, West Africa. Over the course of seven weeks participants study various aspects of Gambian social life and history in order to gain the requisite knowledge and skills to pursue research on a topic they select with one of the instructors. The combination of directed research and other personal experiences will provide the basis for participants to better understand and appreciate the achievements of African people in general and the Gambia’s civilizations in particular. 

Purpose: The Gambia, West Africa Field Study Program, offers participants an opportunity to learn about such primary African institutions as the family and kinship, religion and ritual, economy and livelihood, science and medicine, music, dance and other expressive arts. The tour will permit participants to identify and explore their individual interests in The Gambia and Gambians, and through this specific case gain a broader appreciation for African society and culture. 

Goals: 
* Improve participants’ knowledge about Africa and life in African society through first-hand experiences in The Gambia. 
* Provide participants with two weeks of local African language (Mandinka or Wolof) and culture training. 
* Provide participants with training in ethnographic, archaeological, or other methods appropriate for a short-term research project.

* Assist individual participants with defining the topic and/or issue of African life and society they will examine in The Gambia; help develop a research methodology and establish contacts with experienced researchers and knowledgeable Africans; provide guidance and feedback for the preparation of a written report and oral presentation.
* Assist individual participants to complete research or service-learning projects that will be useful to The Gambia or their Gambian collaborators. 
* Facilitate contacts between participants and University of The Gambia students and Peace Corps volunteers. 

Requirements: Participants should purchase the following books and take them to The Gambia where we will have an opportunity to discuss their content. You are also encouraged to identify other reading materials from webpages on The Gambia. David Gamble has produced a number of annotated bibliographies that provide additional information on The Gambia. We will identify sources for other documents once in The Gambia. Full participation in group activities in The Gambia is expected. 
Recommended: Computer (search for free field note software program SIL Fieldworks), camera, gifts for Gambian school children, hat, sunglasses, binoculars.
Reading: 
Angrosino, Michael V.  2007  Doing Cultural Anthropology (second edition).  Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press.
Schiffer and Cooper 1983 Mandinko: Ethnography of a West African Holy Land. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press (this PDF file will be sent to you). 
Wright, Donald 2004  The World and a Very Small Place in Africa (second edition).
Recommended Reading: The St. Mary’ College library has copies of the edited volumes of student research projects, which I highly recommend. 
Roberts, Bill and David Gadsby (eds) 1997 Tubabs Under the Baobab: Study and Adventure in West Africa. Reno, NV: Paradigm Press. 
Roberts, Bill and Bala Saho (eds) 1999 Tubabs Two: From the Baobab to the Bantaba. St. Mary’s College, MD: Kent Hall Press. 
Roberts, Bill, Janet Haugaard and Pam Hicks (eds) 2001 Together in Friendship: M’be karafaring nyoma. St. Mary’s College, MD: Kent Hall Press. 

Other recommended reading includes:

Hudson, Mark 1999  Our Grandmothers’ Drums.  
Dettwyler, Katherine 1994 Dancing Skeletons: life and death in West Africa. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press. 
Laye, Camara 1993 [1954] The Dark Child: the Autobiography of an African Boy. New York: Hill and Wang. 
Spindel, Carol 1989 In the Shadow of the Sacred Grove. New York: Vintage Books. 

Writing: Participants are encouraged to keep two journals on the trip. In one journal record information about in-country assignments and field research notes (the instructor recommends you use SIL Fieldworks for notekeeping). The other is for your personal use.  It is a record of your responses to and reflections upon Gambian experiences, and is private. 
All participants will prepare an initial draft paper and give to the instructors before returning to the United States.  Final papers are due August 15, 2008, and will be revised for placement on the program webpage.  
Students will also be asked to plan and give a public presentation to the College community on the trip early in the fall semester, 2008. 
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