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Founded in 1840 as Mary-
land’s “monument school” 
commemorating the state’s 
first capital, St. Mary’s Col-
lege of Maryland provides a 
high-caliber liberal arts edu-
cation typically associated 
with prestigious private col-
leges while maintaining the 
affordability and accessibil-
ity of a public college. 
 
• 1,934 men and women 
 
• Designated the Mary-

land state honors college 
in 1992. 

 
• Consistently ranked 

among the top liberal 
arts colleges by U.S. 
News & World Report, 
The Princeton Review, 
and the Fiske Guide. 

 
• Selective admissions – 

SAT average of 1252 
 
• Highest 6-year gradua-

tion rate for all Mary-
land public colleges and 
universities 

 
• Opportunities for inde-

pendent student research 
through the senior thesis, 
the St. Mary’s Project 

 
• Waterfront campus 

along the St. Mary’s 
River in Southern Mary-
land 

 
• National 2004 Inter-

Collegiate Sailing Asso-
ciation Co-ed Champi-
ons 

Washington Post’s  
Tony Kornheiser and Ben Bradlee  

in Campus Forum  
Friday, Jan. 26, 8 p.m. 

 
Photo available via email 
(St. Mary’s City, MD) Jan. 18, 2006 –St. Mary’s College of Maryland’s 
(SMCM) Center for the Study of Democracy will host a forum with Tony 
Kornheiser and Ben Bradlee on Friday, Jan. 26 at 8 p.m. in St. Mary’s Hall. The 
topic is “Sports writing, Washington, ESPN, and Monday Night Football.” The 
event is free and open to the public. The forum will focus on the connection 
between professional sports and politics. For more information, contact Zach 
Messitte at 240-895-4215. 
 
“Tony Kornheiser is one of the most important sports journalists of his 
generation,” said Zach Messitte who is an assistant professor of political science 
and director of the College’s Center for Democracy. “His wit and wisdom as a 
Post columnist, ESPN television commentator, and best-selling author resonates 
with students, faculty, and the community.” The program will begin with the 30-
minute roundtable led by Ben Bradlee to be followed by a period of questions 
from the audience.  
 
Kornheiser joined The Washington Post in 1979 and became a sports columnist 
in 1984. He also wrote a column for the Style section and is the author of three 
books: Pumping Irony, Bald as I Wanna Be, and Back for More Cash. Since 
1997 Kornheiser has also worked for ESPN radio and television, most recently 
as co-host with his Post colleague Michael Wilbon, of the popular show, 
“Pardon the Interruption” (PTI). In the fall of 2006 he became an analyst for 
ESPN’s “Monday Night Football.” 
 
Benjamin C. Bradlee is the vice president at large for the The Washington Post. 
Bradlee is also the vice chairman of the SMCM Board of Trustees, as well as 
the chairman of the Historic St. Mary's City Commission.  
 
The third member of the forum will be Zach Messitte. Messitte was named 
director of the Center for the Study of Democracy in September 2002.  
 

-more 



The Center for the Study of Democracy is a focal part of the collaboration between Historic St. Mary's 
City and St. Mary's College. The Center promotes scholarly inquiry on a comprehensive range of top-
ics open to students and the Southern Maryland community.  This takes place through course offerings, 
summer programs, lecture series, internship opportunities, programs for visiting leaders from emerging 
democracies around the world, exchange opportunities for St. Mary's College students, and a publica-
tions program.  
 
St. Mary’s College of Maryland is ranked one of the best liberal arts colleges in the nation by U.S. 
News & World Report, The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s. With roots going back to 1840, SMCM 
is the state’s only public honors college, offering the academic excellence of a top private college with 
the openness and affordability of public education. 
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