Emtertainment — and much, much more

Sports Hustr ated senior writer shares views on sports and experiences in Journa,hsm during area V1s1t

BY PAUL WATSON
STAFF WRITER

Sports writng is one of the
best jobs one can have. You get
10 see some great games, get to
meet some great people and
work with the greatest people,

Alexander Wollf,
writer with Sports [lustrated,
knows all these traits so well
Wolfl’s resume is endless, hav-
ing been to the Qlympics, nu-

merous NCAS basketball Final .

Fours and mraveling around the
world for many stories not deal-
ing with a particular sporting
event.

Wolff took titne out from his
busy schedule to visit St. Mary's
College on Weditesday, Nov. 19.

“Despitea rainy evening outside,

a good crowd avas on hand in- .

side to hear Wolffs lecture,
“Sports in a Cultural Context:
Why Michael Jordan is a Revo-
lutionary Hero in China and
Other Observations.”

“[ just wanted people to have
a sense how as much as we love
sporis for entertainment value

and their ability to surprise us _

extends even to how they can
educate us,” he said. “We can
learn about the unfamiliar
through this thing that we all
have in common. And the
Olympics are good for that,
every four years or every two
years Including the -winter
garnes. But even & garne like pro
basketball that seems so Amner-
ican and the NBA has really be-
come kind of a classroom.

“Also, T just didnt want 10
dwell on basketball. | wanted to
share some . experlences In
going 10 exotic places like Iran,
Botswana. Knowing that there
were students here, too, 1 think
a jot of people want to work In
sports or they want to go into
our business. No matter what
lovel you're writing on, you can
find stories that speak to uni-
versal themes.”

Wolll grew upin New Jersey”

and upstate New York, playing
high school basketbail outside
Rochester, N.Y. He then wem

Semor .
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Alexander Wollt, in his 23rd year with Sports llustrated, speaks of sports on a glabal level at St. Mary’s Cotiege,

on to Princeton but was not
good enough to play basketball
there, he said.

. Wolff got into writing by his
sophomare year and worked,
as a stringer for papers in New
Jersey, covering camnpus
everts.

His hard wurk there would
eventually be his foot in the
door with Sportts Nlustrated,

“doing entry level work in the be-

ginning. Now Wolf is in his 23rd
year with the magazine.
“Some ofit's been kind of the

same, but it's also been often
doing more and more feature
stories and [ think editors Lrust
me to do what [ want o a de-
gree, which has kept me inter-
ested,” he said.

Sports  journalism has
changed a lot in his 23 years.
When he began with Sports 1-
Justrated, there was no Internet
and ESPN was just beginning. .

‘the avenues 1o find news
about your favorite Sports team
are endless and can be found
much faster than waiting every

ras

week for the latest Sports Illus-
trated issue to come out,
“Between cable and the In-
ternet, it’s only forced us to do
what we have always done best,
which [ think is take advantage
of the fact that we come out
ouly once every week And we
have the time and the man-
power to develop stories in

‘.dep!h. It forces us to stick 1o
that,” ke sald. .

“And another thing is I've
gotadan. deadline on aTues-
day morning after a Monday

night NCAA final and the press -

conferences end at midnight.
What can [ say in four hours

that the people aren't already -

going to know? And that’s a
challenge. It's always been a
challenge, will always be a chal-
lenge, but it keeps your blood
pumping.”

Pro and.college basketball is
Wolff's primary beat and is a
part of his column, “The Hoop
Life” which appears at
www.si.com.

Wolff has covered the
Olympics, seccer’s World Cup,
cycling's Tour de France, Grand
Slam tennis events, NUMCrQLs
NCAA college baskethall Final

Fours and the NBA playoffs. He

served as a basketball com-
mentator for the BBC telecasts

of the 199 Olympics In Attanta,

He has also written or'co-
written six books on hasketball.
In 2002, he authored, “Big Game,
Small World: A Basketball Ad-

venture,” which was cited by The ¢
“Jof ob]iga.ﬁons, especially these
.days?

New York Times Book Review as
22002 notable book

He has a busy life at home,
too, living In Vermont with his

wife, Vanessa, a filmmaker.

‘They have a son, Frank, and a
daughter, Clara.

-~ In his temure to this point at
Sports IMustrated, Wolff has
seen some of the greatest
events, Three came to his mind.

The first was Christian Laet-
tner's game-winning shot in
1992 as Duke beat Kentucky in
the East regiona! final in
Philadelphia. The second was
the United States basketball
tearn losing three times m the
world championships in Indi-
anapoelis in 2002,

His third happened almost
20 years ago about an hour or
s0 north of St. Mary’s County
as Nerth Carolina played
Maryland in a 1984 college
basketball game at Cole Ficld
House. It was contest that fea-
tured a litle known sopho-
mere that would turn out to be
one of basketball’s greatest
players of all time, Michael
Jordan.

“His sophotmore year jwas)
when I kind of realized that thls
guy is like something I've never
seen before, I'll never forget that
game,” Wolfl said,

Among his greatest inter-
views, Charles Barkley’s name
came quickly out of his mouth,

“A conversationt with him is
just like playing chess. He was

always one or two maoves ahead ,

of you. His answer to your cur-
rent question was a.lways a set
up (o your next question, to his

-answer 10 your next question if

that makes any sense, Original
as a basketball player. Original

“as a conversattonalist. They

broke the mold with him,” he
said.

Andevena Sports [ustrated
writer at titnes can find it-tough
ta get an interview, Wolff said,

s always d1fﬁcultr;when
,somebudy ist't going 'th "give

you any time, Just want (o ask

-some questions. And I under-

stand a lot of athletes have alot

Woli’f stated that half of the
stories he writes are his ideas
and the other half are the edi-
tors saying they would love for
him to do a certain story.

“Generally the ones that I

‘come up with tend to work out

better,” he laughed, “because I
wouldn't propose them unless [
already bad an inkling that
there was a story there.”

Not only does a sports writer
get to wrile these great stories
and be at these great events, but
at the end of the day a paycheck
comes witl it, too.

“You have a tongh dead-
line, an unreasonable dead-
line. I have to remind myself
that { could be writing for the
Financial Times about pork
belly furures, And God bless
the person who does do that
at the Financlal Times. I hope
he goes to work every morn-
ing excited about pork bellies.

But I'm really grateful that I

get to write what I write about
.o It's exciting to write for a
living.”
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