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which Uﬁo: said will “get an

Frosh said. The state purchased

we have to be at great pain

rmm_m—m.ﬂg.m S mﬁsu.oﬁgmbam— aavocate tours Site 01 aisputed land dea

~Sen, Roy Dyson accompa-
nied Frosh. to the rural forest-

Montgomery), one of the legis and accessible only on foot or

lature’s: _Babm environment

= that” land, said Dyso e St.
Mary’s, Q__sw:. Char “We

%Em om mnw_mb *
ackerman;; mzro stood to
give %anamﬁ% $7 mil-
in ‘tax breaks in exchange
donating about 200 acres to
ary’s for schools, terminat-

ed the deal when it was learned
| :6 v_mb:wa to build :o:mnm
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7 all-terrdin vehicle. - “The last -
 thing we want to do is sell off

m_msﬁ of land trans-
. That’ amendment,

enormous amount of support,”
will appear on the ballot next
year. Both Frosh and Dyson be-
lieve Gov. Robert L.-Ehilich Jr.
(R) will endorse the amend-
ment prior to Election Day.

“I think he realizes how mis-
guided this whole thing was,”
said Dyson, noting the negative

- reaction of St. Mary’s residents
; to the proposed land sale. .

“Even though the  adminis-

: tration opposed it all the way
. through; when it finally -made
* jts way to the Senate floor, the

[Republican] : opposition col-
lapsed
their position was untenable,”

..+'because they knew:

the land under former Gov. Par-
ris N. Glendening (D) and it was
valued at just under $2 million.
But the parcel was never re-
assessed before Hackerman
was offered the parcel at $2.5
million. If developed, Dyson
projected the land could be
worth as much as $70 million.
Frosh, who rallied other leg-
islators against the Hackerman
transaction, viewed large areas
of wetlands on the site, fortify-
Em his belief that the property is
“environmentally - sensitive”
and “not well-suited to devel-
opment. Open space in Mary-

land is diminishing so rapidly, -

protect what we do have. It'
difficult and so expensive to
land aside for development |
to take land that.we've alre
protected and put that on
auction block.” .

Frosh later spoke at
Mary’s College’s Center for
Study of Democracy, touch
on juvenile justice reform, ex
ronmental initiatives, med
malpractice and the legisla
investigation into state hii
and firing practices under (
Robert L. Ehilich, Jr. (R).

E-mail Alan Brody
abrody@somdnews.com.
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