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The	Center	 for	 the	Study	of	Democracy	(“CSD”	or	 “the	Center”)	was	 founded	 in	2002	as	a	 joint	 initiative	of	
St.	Mary’s	College	of	Maryland	(SMCM)	and	its	partner	institution,	Historic	St.	Mary’s	City	(HSMC),	the	site	of	
Maryland’s	first	capital.	Affiliation	with	SMCM	and	HSMC	gives	CSD	access	to	exceptional	resources	to	study	
early	 forms	 of	 democratic	 governance	 in	 America.	 CSD’s	 location,	 only	 70	miles	 from	 the	Washington,	 DC	
metropolitan	area,	benefits	the	Center	by	providing	it	with	a	variety	of	opportunities	to	use	the	vast	historical	
and	political	resources	available	in	the	region.	
	
In	 the	past	14	years,	CSD	has	 contributed	 to	SMCM’s	 students	and	 faculty,	 and	 the	Southern	Maryland	and	
Maryland	communities	by	providing	an	array	of	programs	that	have	enriched	their	lives	and	inspired	them	to	
take	an	active	role	in	local	and	regional	politics.	CSD	has	supported	the	SMCM	mission	to	instill	in	students	a	
dedication	to	lifelong	learning	and	service	and	the	desire	to	contribute	to	the	social,	political,	economic	and	
cultural	vitality	of	 the	community.	Empowered	with	an	ever-increasing	network	of	supporters,	 fellows,	and	
affiliated	experts,	CSD	has	cultivated	its	public	role	as	a	center	of	political	debate,	research	and	advice.	It	has	
provided	 research	 support,	 published	 scholarly	 writings,	 encouraged	 public	 participation	 and	 organized	
educational	 events,	 contributing	 to	 the	 body	 of	 knowledge	 available	 to	 guide	 citizens,	 public	 officials	 and	
future	leaders	in	making	informed	decisions	on	matters	that	are	important	to	local	communities,	the	nation	
and	the	global	society.	
	
1.	The	mission	
	
The	Center	explores	contemporary	and	historical	issues	associated	with	the	ideas	of	democracy,	liberty	and	
justice	in	national	and	international	contexts.	It	supports	research	that	enhances	our	understanding	of	liberal	
democracy	and	 its	 critics.	CSD	 facilitates	activities	 that	 strengthen	democracy	and	 the	 rule	of	 law;	enhance	
security	 and	 individual	 freedoms;	 invigorate	 the	 civil	 society;	 encourage	 free	 enterprise;	 and	 increase	
economic,	environmental,	educational	and	cultural	equity.	
	
2.	Vision	
	
CSD	aspires	 to	become	a	 regional	and	national	hub	 for	creative	 thinking,	 innovative	action	and	stimulating	
dialogue	that	empowers	individuals	and	communities	near	and	far	to	build	democratic	polities	and	improve	
the	lives	of	people	everywhere.		
	
3.	Where	We	Have	Been	
	
Since	its	founding,	CSD	has	hosted	more	than	250	events	inviting	legendary	media	personalities	as	well	as	U.S.	
legislators,	judges,	policy	specialists	and	high-ranking	members	of	the	national	defense	community	to	talk	on	
the	 campus.	 Past	 speakers	 include	 television	 journalists	 such	 as	 Tom	 Brokaw	 and	 Gwen	 Infill	 and	 print	
journalists	such	as	Carl	Bernstein,	Bob	Woodward,	Robin	Wright,	Neil	Irwin	and	David	Ignatius.	CSD	has	also	
hosted	 senior	 government	 officials,	 including	 the	 former	Director	 of	National	 Intelligence,	Mike	McConnell	
and	 the	 former	 director	 of	 the	 Central	 Intelligence	 Agency,	 James	 Woosley.	 CSD	 also	 regularly	 hosts	 U.S.	
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legislators	 and	 state	 and	 local	political	 candidates,	 and	 it	has	worked	 closely	with	Maryland	governors.	 	 In	
2013,	 the	 Center	 hosted	 former	 Lt.	 Governor	Michael	 Steel	 with	 his	 MSNBC	 colleague	 Steve	McMahon.	 In	
2016,	 the	 Center	 organized	 a	 two-day	 forum,	United	Not	Divided:	 	Economic	 Inequality	and	 the	Opportunity	
Gap	 in	 Baltimore,	 featuring	 speakers	 such	 as	 Rep.	 Steny	Hoyer;	 Rep.	 John	 Sarbanes;	 and	Kurt	 L.	 Schmoke,	
President	of	the	University	of	Baltimore	and	former	Mayor	of	Baltimore	from	1987	to	1999.		
			
The	Center	has	awarded	over	35	William	Donald	Schaefer	Internships	and	sponsored	21	International	Mellon	
Scholars	who	have	traveled	to	countries	such	as	the	Gambia,	Thailand,	Brazil,	and	Senegal.	It	has	collaborated	
with	 The	 Patuxent	 Partnership	 (TPP)	 for	 more	 than	 10	 years,	 organizing	 annual	 joint	 events	 such	 as	 the	
Patuxent	Defense	Forum	and	Patuxent	Policy	Group.		
	
The	 CSD	 Advisory	 Board	 has	 been	 an	 important	 asset	 to	 the	 Center	 and	 the	 local	 community.	 Among	 the	
notable	persons	who	have	helped	the	Center	to	thrive	are:	former	U.S.	District	Court	Judge	Thomas	Penfield	
Jackson;	 former	 National	 Security	 Adviser,	 Anthony	 Lake;	 former	 State	 Senator,	 J.	 Frank	 Raley,	 Jr.;	 former	
Maryland	 Governor,	 William	 Donald	 Schaefer;	 and	 former	 Washington	 Post	 Editor-in-Chief,	 Benjamin	 C.	
Bradlee.	The	Honorable	Benjamin	Louis	Cardin,	U.S.	Senator	from	Maryland,	and	the	Honorable	Steny	Hoyer,	
U.S.	 Representative	 for	 Maryland’s	 5th	 congressional	 district,	 currently	 serve	 as	 members	 of	 the	 Advisory	
Committee.		
	
4.	Goals	and	Strategies	
	
The	goals	of	 the	Center	 reflect	a	vision	of	 the	CSD	as	an	active	and	vibrant	hub	of	 innovative	and	 thought-
provoking	research	and	dialogue	on	matters	relating	to	democracy,	liberty	and	justice.			
	
1. Advance	 historical	 and	 contemporary	 knowledge	 and	 understanding	 of	 ideas	 and	 practices	

associated	with	democracy,	liberty	and	justice.	
Ø Provide	 a	 forum	 for	 presentations	 by	 SMCM	 faculty	 and	 students,	 government	 officials,	

journalists,	 scholars	 and	 civic	 activists	 on	 subjects	 related	 to	 governance,	 justice,	 civil	 society,	
diversity,	tolerance	and	globalization.	

	
2. Develop	new	programs	and	enhance	existing	programs.	

Ø Expand	 programming	 thematically	 and	 geographically,	 engaging	 external	 communities	 and	
underrepresented	 groups.	 Form	 an	 enthusiastic,	 capable	 and	 innovative	 team	 to	 provide	
excellent	services,	programs	and	resources	to	CSD	and	its	stakeholders.	

	
3. Raise	CSD’s	visibility	and	reputation	as	a	center	of	research	and	the	leading	nonpartisan	forum	for	

civic	education	and	dialogue.		
Ø Serve	as	Maryland’s	 leading	producer	of	speaker	events,	seminars,	conferences,	civic	education	

workshops,	and	public	debates.	Organize	events	at	on-	and	off-campus	locations.	Cultivate	CSD’s	
public	role	as	a	center	of	political	debate,	research	and	advice.	

	
4. Enhance	CSD’s	international	reputation	as	a	hub	of	democracy	studies.	

Ø Provide	learning	opportunities	that	transcend	international	boundaries	through	global	networks	
that	 involve	 institutes	 of	 higher	 education,	 nongovernmental	 organizations,	 businesses	 and	
government	entities.	

	
5. Facilitate	 citizen	 involvement	 in	 politics	 and	 social	 life.	 Encourage	 students,	 staff,	 faculty	 and	

other	stakeholders	to	contribute	to	the	overall	diversity	and	vitality	of	the	local	community.	
Ø Provide	 experiential	 opportunities	 for	 students	 to	 work	 in	 civil	 society	 organizations	 and	

businesses	 and	 at	 various	 levels	 of	 government	 through	 an	 increasing	 number	 of	 paid	 and	
unpaid	 internships.	 Build	 and	 expand	 the	 use	 of	 communications	 and	 marketing	 tools	 and	
technologies	to	advance	CSD’s	mission.	

	
6. Increase	revenue	through	fundraising,	consulting,	grants	and	contracts.	

Ø Raise	philanthropic	dollars	and	apply	for	grant	financing	in	2015-2016.	Implement	a	fundraising	
campaign,	starting	in	the	Fall	of	2016.	
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5.	Financial	Overview	
	
To	 finance	 its	 operations,	 the	 Center	 has	 relied	 on	 external	 support	 from	 major	 donors,	 trusts	 and	
foundations.		The	initial	funding	for	CDS	was	provided	by	a	gift	of	$250,000	from	Terry	Meyerhoff	Rubenstein,	
a	 member	 of	 the	 CSD	 Advisory	 Board	 and	 a	 SMCM	 Trustee	 from	 1996	 to	 2007.	 In	 2004,	 CSD	 secured	 a	
prestigious	$500,000	We	the	People	matching	grant	(of	 three	to	one)	 from	the	National	Endowment	 for	 the	
Humanities	 to	 support	 its	 development.	 This	 grant,	 along	 with	 other	 smaller	 donations,	 helped	 establish	
CSD’s	endowment	and	ensured	its	sustainability.	CSD	currently	has	a	$3.2	million	endowment	to	help	fund	its	
activities.	 	 After	 2012,	 the	 most	 substantial	 donation	 came	 from	 J.	 Frank	 Raley,	 a	 member	 of	 both	 the	
Maryland	House	 of	 Delegates	 and	 the	Maryland	 Senate,	 a	member	 of	 the	 College	 Board	 of	 Trustees	 and	 a	
founding	member	of	the	Center	and	its	Advisor.	The	current	endowment	value	of	the	J.	Frank	Raley	Fund	is	
$1,043,371.			
	
The	annual	revenues	from	endowment	payouts	and	private	donations	have	sustained	its	operations	over	the	
past	several	years	at	a	constant	level.	To	expand	its	operations,	including	sponsorships,	grants	and	stipends,	
beyond	the	current	 levels,	 the	Center	will	 increase	its	 fundraising	activities.	Philanthropic	dollars	and	grant	
financing	will	be	especially	important	in	the	future.		
	
	


