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EDUCATION

Ph.D in French History, Johns Hopkins University, 1993

M.A. Johns Hopkins University, Department of History, 1991

M.A. George Washington University, School of Public and

 
International Affairs, 1986

B.A. University of Minnesota, 1985 (summa cum laude)

International Relations and History

EMPLOYMENT

Professor, St. Mary’s College of Maryland, May 2005-


Acting Department Chair, Fall 2009, Fall 2012-Spring 2013
Associate Professor, St. Mary's College of Maryland, June 1999 –May 2005

Department Chair, August 2000-June 2003; 
Assistant Professor, St. Mary's College of Maryland, 1994-1999

Visiting Professor, St. Mary's College of Maryland, Fall 1992 - Spring 1994

Teaching Assistant, Johns Hopkins University, 1989-1990

Evaluator, U.S. General Accounting Office, 1987-1988

Research Assistant, Ernest Wittenberg Associates Inc., 1985-1986
PUBLICATIONS

Book manuscript in progress
The Creation of the French Royal Mistress, with Tracy Adams; under contract with Penn State Press

Books

Co-editor, with Tracy Adams, and contributing author, Female Beauty Systems: Beauty as Social Capital in Western Europe and the United States, Middle Ages to the Present (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2015)
Poverty, Charity and Motherhood:  Maternal Societies in Nineteenth-Century France (University of Illinois Press, 2010)

 A Taste for Comfort and Status: A Bourgeois Family in Eighteenth-Century France (Penn State Press, 2000)

Co-editor, with Jack R. Censer and Lisa Jane Graham, and contributing author, Visions and Revisions of Eighteenth-Century France (Penn State Press, 1997)

Peer-Reviewed Articles
“The Cultural Implications of Performance,” Arts and International Affairs 2:1 (Winter 2017): 83-91

“Mistresses and Merveilleuses: The Historiographical Record on Female Political Players of the

 
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries,” Medieval Feminist Forum 51:2 (2015): 95-103
“‘Belle comme le jour’:  Beauty, Power, and the King’s Mistress,” French History 29:1 (2015): 1-21
 “‘Venus of the Capitol’:  Madame Tallien and the Politics of Beauty Under the Directory,” French Historical Studies, 37: 4 (Fall 2014): 599-629 
“Women Helping Women:  Citizenship, Gender and the Society for Maternal Charity,” Women in French Studies (Summer 2010):  62-75

“In the Public Interest:  Charitable Association, The State, and the Status of Utilité publique in Nineteenth-Century France,” Law and History Review 25:2 (Summer 2007):  283-321
“Maternal Societies in France:  Private Charity Before the Welfare State,” Journal of 


Women’s History 17:1 (Spring 2005):  87-111

"Constructing Mothers and Families:  The Society for Maternal Charity of Bordeaux, 1805-1860," French Historical Studies 22 (Winter 1999): 65-86

"Les Lumières à Bordeaux au XVIIIe siècle:  La vie culturelle des frères Lamothes," Revue historique de Bordeaux et du département de la Gironde 35 (1993-2000):  31-43

"The Provinces versus Paris?  The Case of the Société de Charité Maternelle of Bordeaux, 1805-1820," Proceedings of the Western Society for French History 23 (Fall 1996):  418-430

"A Choice Not to Wed?  Unmarried Women in Eighteenth-Century France," Journal of Social History  (June 1996):  883-894

"Defining État in Eighteenth-Century France:  The Lamothe Family of Bordeaux," Journal of Family History 17 (1992):  25-45

Book Reviews and Encyclopedia Entries
Jennifer L. Palmer, Intimate Bonds: Family and Slavery in the French Atlantic (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016). H-France Forum 12:2 (May 2017)
Nicole Cadène, “Mon énigme éternel”: Marie-Edmée..., une jeune fille française sous le Second Empire. (Aix-en-Provence: Presse Universitaire de Provence, 2012), H-France Review 16 (November 2016) No. 267
Martyn Lyons, The Writing Culture of Ordinary People in Europe, c. 1860-1920 (Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2013), Journal of Social History 48:3 (2015)
Eliane Viennot and Nicle Pellegrin, Revisiter la “querelle des femmes”:  Discours sur l’égalité/inégalité des sexes, de 1750 aux lendemains de la Révolution (Saint-Étienne:  Publications de l’Université de Saint-Étienne, 2012), H-France Review 13 (July 2013) No. 110
Charlene M. Boyer Lewis, Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte:  An American Aristocrat in the Early Republic (Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012), Journal of Modern History 86:3 (Sept. 2014) 
Brian Joseph Martin, Napoleonic Friendship:  Military Fraternity, Intimacy & Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century France (Durham, N.H.:  University of New Hampshire Press/Hanover and London:  University Press of New England, 2011), The Historian 74:1 (Spring 2012)
Madeleine Dobie, Trading Places:  Colonization and Slavery in Eighteenth-Century French Culture (Ithaca, N.Y.:  Cornell University Press, 2010), Journal of Interdisciplinary History 43:1 (Summer 2012)
Joan Sherwood, Infection of the Innocents:  Wet Nurses, Infants, and Syphilis in France, 1780-1900 (Montreal and Kingston:  McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2010), Journal of Social History 46: 3 (Spring 2013)
Colin Heywood, Growing Up in France:  From the Ancien Régime to the Third Republic (Cambridge and New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2007), H-France Review Vol. 22 (January 2011), No. 22

Geraldine Sheridan, Louder than Words:  Ways of seeing Women Workers in Eighteenth-Century France (Lubbock:  Texas Tech University Press, 2009), Journal of Social History (Fall 2010) 

Jennifer J. Popiel, Rousseau’s Daughters:  Domesticity, Education, and Autonomy in Modern France (Lebanon.:  University of New Hampshire Press, 2008), Journal of Modern History (Fall 2010)

Jennifer M. Jones, Sexing La Mode:  Gender, Fashion and Commercial Culture in Old Regime France (Oxford and New York:  Berg, 2004), H-France Review, Vol. 6 (June 2006), No. 76
Gwynne Lewis, France 1715-1804: Power and the People (Harlow, England and New York: Pearson Education, 2004), H-France Review Vol. 5:121 (November 2005) 

Review of the film Ridicule (Miramax, 1997), for Film & History 34:1 (2004)
Sarah Maza, The Myth of the French Bourgeoisie:  An Essay on the Social Imaginary, 1750-1850 (Cambridge:  Harvard University Press, 2003), American Historical Review (April 2004)
Colette Cosnier, Marie Pape-Carpantier:  Fondatrice de l’école maternelle (Paris:  Fayard, 2003), H-France Review, Vol. 4 (April 2004), No. 44
Entries on “Bordeaux” and “Bourgeoisie” in Jonathan Dewald, gen. ed., Europe 1450-1789: Encyclopedia of the Early Modern World, 6 vols., (New York:  Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2003)

Charles d’Eon de Beaumont, The Maiden of Tonnerre:  The Vicissitudes of the Chevalier and the Chevalière d’Eon.  Eds. and trans. Roland A. Champagne, Nina Ekstein, and Gary Kates (Baltimore and London:  The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001), H-France Review Vol. 2 (November 2002), No. 125 

Colin Jones and Dror Wahrman, eds., The Age of Cultural Revolutions:  Britain and France, 1750-1820 (Berkeley and Los Angeles:  University of California Press, 2002), H-France Review Vol. 2 (September 2002), No. 90 

Phyllis Stock-Morton, The Life of Marie d’Agoult, alias Daniel Stern (Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000), The Historian 64:2 (Winter 2002)

David Garrioch, The Formation of the Parisian Bourgeoisie1690-1830 (Harvard University Press, 1996), for The Eighteenth Century: A Current Bibliography (n.s.22-24, 1996-1998)
Andrew Trout, City on the Seine:  Paris in the Time of Richelieu and Louis XIV, 1614-1715 (New York:  St. Martin's Press, 1996) Journal of Interdisciplinary History (1997)

Natalie Zemon Davis, Women on the Margins:  Three Seventeenth-Century Lives (Harvard University Press, 1995) Journal of Social History (1996)

Jann Matlock, Scenes of Seduction:  Prostitution, Hysteria and Reading Difference in Nineteenth-Century France, (Columbia University Press, 1994) Women's Studies:  An Interdisciplinary Journal (1996)

Other Publications
“Tyranny Does Not Arrive in One Fell Swoop,” The Baltimore Sun, September 3, 2017 (print edition, September 4, 2017), http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-op-0904-historical-actors-20170831-story.html
“American Hates Older Women,” The Baltimore Sun, January 11, 2017 (print edition, January 12, 2017), http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-older-women-hate-20170111-story.html
“In Memoriam: Thomas Barrett,” with Willard Sunderland, Perspectives on History: The Newsmagazine of the American Historical Association, December 2016, https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/december-2016/thomas-barrett-(1960-2016)
“Donating a Kidney was the ‘Best Decision I Ever Made,’” The Baltimore Sun, June 24, 2016 (print edition, June 26, 2016), http://digitaledition.baltimoresun.com/tribune/article_popover.aspx?guid=08ac7c68-4cfe-4dd3-ad84-15dc7b01dcb9
“Let the Past Inform our Understanding of the Present,” Education Week, December 14, 2015, http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/op_education/2015/12/let_the_past_inform_our_unders.html
“Justice Kennedy’s Misperception of Marriage,” The Baltimore Sun, May 8, 2015 (print edition, May 11, 2015), http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-marriage-definition-20150510-story.html?fb_action_ids=582430455562&fb_action_types=og.shares
“The Supreme Court Has Decided That Women’s Rights Aren’t Human Rights,” Rewire, posted July 2, 2014. https://rewire.news/article/2014/07/02/supreme-court-decided-womens-rights-arent-human-rights/ 
“Stop Getting Drunk to Stay Safe,” The Baltimore Sun, October 31, 2013,
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-sexual-assault-alcohol-20131031,0,2224893.story
“For Women, Reproductive Rights Are Economic Issues,” The Baltimore Sun, September 17, 2012 (print edition, September 18, 2012), http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-women-20120917,0,3741307.story
“When They Say ‘It’s Not About Birth Control,’ You Know...It’s About Birth Control,” Rewire, posted 8 March 2012,  https://rewire.news/article/2012/03/08/historical-perspective-on-contraceptive-mandate-controversy-it-is-about-womens-se/ 
 “Witness to History:  One Man’s Role in the French Resistance,” The River Gazette 7:5 (October-November 2007), 11.
CONFERENCES AND INVITED LECTURES

“Women in the French Imaginary: Historicizing the Gallic Singularity,” Annual Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Washington, D.C., April 20-22, 2017 

Comment for session on “Readers and Reading: The Circulation of Books and Plots in the Revolutionary
 
World,” Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, February 23-25, 2017
“‘Quel solide établissement!’ The Loyalty of the French Royal Mistress,” Kings and Queens Conference, Clemson University, April 8-9, 2016
“Celebrity Women and a Judgmental Public: The Merveilleuses under the Directory,” and comment for panel entitled “Perspectives on Commercial Capitalism and the Social Order in the Old Regime,” Annual Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Nashville, TN, March 3-5, 2016

“Mistresses and Merveilleuses: The Historiographical Record on Female Political Players in the

 
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries,” Annual Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Colorado Springs, CO, April 17-20, 2015 
“Race et gendre.” Invited lecture, Université de Lyon III, Jean Moulin, October 12, 2014

Commentator and chair for two-session panel entitled “The Politics of Love and Hate, Friendship and Enmity in Medieval France,” Annual Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, April 24-27,  2014
Co-organizer with Tracy Adams. “Female Beauty Systems Throughout the Centuries.” Colloquium sponsored by The Netherlands Institute for Advanced Studies, Wassenaar, November 7-8, 2013 
“Belle comme le jour:” Madame de Montespan as Power Broker at the Court of Louis XIV,” Annual Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Cambridge, MA, April 4-6, 2013 

“’Aucun être humain n’était sorti si beau des mains du Créatur’:  Madame Tallien and the Moral and
Political Power of Beauty,” Annual Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Charleston, SC, February 10-12, 2011 
Comment for panel entitled “France and the United States:  From Napoleon to World War I,” Annual

Meeting of the Western Society for French History, Lafayette, LA, October 21-23, 2010 
Comment for panel entitled “Private Conversations and Public Declarations in Fifteenth-Century Paris,”
Annual Meeting of the Western Society for French History, Quebec City, Quebec, November 6-8, 2008
“National Goals, Local Needs and Customs: The Role of Maternal Societies in Nineteenth-Century
France,” Annual Meeting of the Western Society for French History, Albuquerque, NM, November 8-10, 2007
“Mother Love and the Emotional Appeal of the Society for Maternal Charity,” Consortium on the

 Revolutionary Era, Annual Conference, Arlington, VA, March 1-3, 2007
“Citizenship, Status, and Sex:  Female Philanthropy in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century France,”
Annual Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Stanford, March 17-19, 2005
“Students Interpret the Evidence:  Teaching the French Revolution as Historiography,” Consortium on 
Revolutionary Europe, 1750-1850, 35th Annual Conference, February 17-19, 2005
“In the Public Interest:  Charitable Associations, the State, and the Status of utilité publique in Nineteenth-

Century France,” invited paper, Washington Area Modern History Group, 8 October 2004.
“Women and Status in Eighteenth-Century France:  The Role of Charitable Associations in the

Maintenance of Hierarchy,” Annual Meeting of The Historical Society, June 2004.
“’To Dry the Tears of All These Unfortunate Mothers’:  Mother Love and the Emotional Appeal of the 

Society for Maternal Charity,” Annual Meeting of the Western Society for French History, Newport Beach, CA, October29-November 2, 2003.

“In the Public Interest: Charitable Associations, the State, and the Status of utilité publique in the 19th
Century,” Annual Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Milwaukee, April 3-5 2003
“Seconding the Views of the Government: The Role of Maternal Societies before the Welfare State, Annual Meeting of the Western Society for French History, Los Angeles, November 8-11, 2000

“Historical Hindsight: Historians and the French Revolution invited lecture at the University of 

Maryland, University College, Schwäbisch Gmund,” March 20, 2000

Coordinator, Smithsonian Associates lectures series, entitled “Age of the French Revolution,”
October 18-November 22, 1999

Invited lecture for Smithsonian Associates lecture series entitled “Revolutions and Progress,” 


April 14, 1999

Comment for panel entitled “Suicide in French History,” Annual Meeting of the Western Society

for French History, Boston/Lynnfield, November 4-7, 1998

"'Virtuous Ladies, Chaste Wives and Tender Mothers':  The Women of the Society for Maternal

 
Charity in Nineteenth-Century France," Annual Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Ottawa, March 26-28, 1998

"Creating Good Mothers:  Class, Gender, and the Society for Maternal Charity in Nineteenth-

Century France," Conference on the History of the Family, Ottawa, May 15-17, 1997

"Constructing Mothers and Families: Class, Gender and the Société de Charité Maternelle in

 
Nineteenth Century France," invited lecture for the European Seminar, Johns Hopkins University, March 6, 1997

"The Enlightenment among the Provincial Bourgeoisie:  The Cultural Life of the Lamothe

 
Brothers," Annual Meeting, American Historical Association, Atlanta, Georgia, January 4-7, 1996

"The Provinces vs. Paris?  The Case of the Société de Charité Maternelle of Bordeaux, 1805-

1820," Annual Meeting, Western Society for French History, Las Vegas, Nevada, Nov. 8-11, 1995

"Devoted Companions or Surrogate Spouses?  Sibling Relations in Eighteenth-Century France,"

Society, Politics and Culture in the Eighteenth Century:  A Conference in French History in Honor of Dr. Robert Forster, Baltimore, Maryland, September 23-24, 1994

"Goût de travail:  Lawyers and Professional Identity in Eighteenth-Century Bordeaux," Annual

 
Meeting, Society for French Historical Studies in Wilmington and Newark, Delaware, March 25-26, 1994

"An Alternate Choice:  Unmarried Sisters in Eighteenth-Century France," Social Science History

 
Association Conference in Baltimore, Maryland, November 4-7, 1993

"Civic Pride and Public Service in Eighteenth Century France:  The Ideal of Utilité Publique and

 
the Academies of Bordeaux," Annual Meeting, Society for French Historical Studies in El Paso, Texas, March 19-21, 1992

FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS, AND HONORS

Faculty Development Grant, St. Mary’s College of Maryland, 2016-15, 2013, 2012, 2010, 2009, 2005, 2004, 1999, 1995
Norton T. Dodge Award for Scholarly and Creative Achievement, St. Mary’s College of Maryland, 2009
Fellowship, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar on Motherhood and the Nation-


State: Western Societies, Stanford University, 24 June-2 August 2002

Mellon Foreign Area Fellowship, Library of Congress, 1999-2000

Summer Stipend, National Endowment for the Humanities, 1995

Chateaubriand Scholarship, Government of France, 1990-1991

Fulbright-Hayes Grant, Institute of International Education, 1990-1991 (declined)

Travel Grant, the Frederick Jackson Turner Society, Johns Hopkins University, August 1990

Graduate Fellowship, The Johns Hopkins University, 1988-1990 and 1991-1992

Wolcott Foundation Scholarship, 1986

BASF Wyandotte Award, 1986

Graduate Fellowship, George Washington School of Public and International Affairs, 1985-1986

Rotary Scholarship, Rotary International, 1984-1985

Selmer Birkelo Merit Scholarship, University of Minnesota, 1984

Phi Beta Kappa, 1984

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND SERVICE
Society for French Historical Studies
Review Committee, William Koren, Jr. Prize, Society for French Historical Studies, 2012-2015

Chair: 2014-15
American Historical Association




Reviewer, Chateaubriand Fellowship, Embassy of France

Consultant, College Board AP European History Research Study, Fall 2012
Program Committee, Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, 2005
Book solicitation editor, H-France, 2004-2007
Reviews manuscripts for various journals/presses 
LANGUAGES

Fluent spoken and written French

COLLEGE COMMITTEE SERVICE SINCE 2000
COACHE Survey Faculty Team, Fall 2016-Fall 2017
International Advisory Committee, Fall 2016-

Faculty Senate, Spring 2016-

Academic Planning Committee, August 2015-May 2016
Institutional Animal Care/Use Committee, Fall 2014-present; Fall 2010-Spring 2013, Fall 2015-
Nitze Overview Committee, Fall 2014
Faculty Senate, 2008-2011
Academic Policy Committee, 2008-2011
Advisory Board Member, Center for the Study of Democracy, 2005-2008
College Evaluation Committee, Spring 2003-Spring 2006 (Chair, 2006)
Vice-President, Phi Beta Kappa Zeta Chapter, 2014-2016; 2002-2006
Members-in-Course selection committee, Phi Beta Kappa Zeta Chapter, 2014-present; 2002-2006
TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS
Ancien Régime France and the French Revolution; French History 987-present; Family History; Women's and Gender History; European History, Middle Ages-present.  Emphasis on political, social, and cultural history.

Courses taught:
HIST 105:  Western Civilization
HIST 274: Europe, 1815-1914

HIST 334:  Europe in War and Revolution

HIST 384:  Medieval Europe

HIST 385:  Europe in the Age of Absolutism

HIST 386:  The Age of the French Revolution

HIST 395:  Theories and Uses of History

HIST 435:  Topics in European History

-France in the Belle Époque: From the Second Empire to World War I

-Hitler’s Germany: From Unification to the Fall of the Third Reich 

HIST 475:  Topics of Global, Comparative and Thematic History

-The History of the Family from the Middle Ages to the Present

-Gender, Sexuality, Politics
-Autobiography and History

