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CORE401, PEER MENTORING PRACTICUM 

Fall 2009 

 

Dr. Libby Nutt Williams, Dean of the Core Curriculum and First Year Experience 

Office:  221 Glendening Hall    Email: enwilliams@smcm.edu 

 

Course Location: Glendening Annex  

Course Meetings:  Students will attend the First Year Seminar (CORE101) for which they 

are the peer mentor.  These seminars will be either MWF noon, TR noon or TR 6pm.  

Students will attend 8 hours of practicum training across the semester on either Fridays at 

noon or Thursdays at noon (see course schedules for details).   

Grading System: CR/NCR 

Course Description:  Advanced undergraduate students who have been approved by the 

Dean of the Core Curriculum and First Year Experience will serve as peer mentors to the 

First Year Seminars (CORE 101).  In addition to attending the seminar section to which 

they are assigned (and assisting the faculty instructor with discussion, course management 

issues, and management of 5
th

 hour experiences), peer mentors will attend eight hours of 

practicum meetings designed to address issues related to mentoring, ethics in teaching, 

teaching and learning theories, as well as issues related to facilitating discussion and 

helping students develop and hone the four fundamental liberal arts skills.    

 

Required Reading:  (will be posted on Blackboard: FYS Peer Mentor course) 

Gratch-Lindauer, B. (2005).  Information literacy student behaviors.  College & Research 

Libraries News, 66, 715-718. 

Hesse, D. D. (2002).  Writing and learning to write: A modest bit of history and theory 

for writing students.  In D. Roen, V. Pantoja, L.Yena, S. K. Miller & E. Waggoner 

(Eds.), Strategies for teaching first-year composition (pp. 38-44).  Urbana, IL: 

National Council of Teachers of English.   

Johnson, W. B. (2002).  The intentional mentor: Strategies and guidelines for the practice 

of mentoring.  Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 33, 88-96. 

Kidwell, K. S. (2005).  Understanding the college first-year experience.  The Clearing 

House, 78, 253-255. 

King, A. (1995).  Inquiring minds really do want to know: Using questioning to teach 

critical thinking.  Teaching of Psychology, 22, 13-17. 

McKeachie, W. J. (1986).  Teaching tips: A guidebook for the beginning college teacher 

(pp. 31-52).  Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath and Company 

Quigley, B. L. (1998).  Designing and grading oral communication assignments.  New 

Directions for Teaching and Learning, 74, 41-49. 

Reese, V. L., & Dunn, R. (2007).  Learning-style preferences of a diverse freshmen 

population in a large, private, metropolitan university by gender and GPA.  

Journal of College Student Retention: Research, Theory and Practice, 9, 95-112. 

Woody, W. D. (2006).  Ethical teaching.  In W. Buskit & S. F. Davis (Eds.), Handbook of 

the teaching of psychology (pp. 221-227).  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. 
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Course Requirements 

1. Attendance at CORE101 section meeting times; 

2. Activities requested by the faculty instructor relating to facilitation of discussion, 

course management issues, and management of 5
th

 Hour experiences; 

3. Eight hours of practicum meeting time; and 

4. One written reflection (3-5 pgs) on the peer mentoring experience due the last mtg. 

 

Course Schedule: 

 

For CORE401.01 and .03 (Section 1, MWF noon, and Section 3, TR 6pm classes) 

Date Topic Reading    

Sun., Aug. 30: Introduction to Peer Mentoring and   

3-5 pm The Four Fundamental Skills King (1995) 

  Gratch-Lindauer (2005) 

  Hesse (2002)  

  Quigley (1998) 

   

Fri., Oct. 2: Leading Discussion McKeachie (1986) 

3-5 pm Mentoring Theory Johnson (2002) 

 Ethics of Teaching Woody (2006) 

 

Fri., Nov. 6: Developmental Theory Kidwell (2005) 

3-5 pm Learning Styles Reese & Dunn (2007) 

 

Fri., Dec. 4: Final Discussion and Wrap Up 

3-5pm 

 

For CORE401.02 (Section 2, TR noon classes) 

Date Topic Reading    

Sun., Aug. 30: Introduction to Peer Mentoring and   

3-5 pm The Four Fundamental Skills King (1995) 

  Gratch-Lindauer (2005) 

  Hesse (2002)  

  Quigley (1998) 

   

Thurs., Oct. 1: Leading Discussion McKeachie (1986) 

12-2 pm Mentoring Theory Johnson (2002) 

 Ethics of Teaching Woody (2006) 

 

Thurs., Nov. 5: Developmental Theory Kidwell (2005) 

12-2 pm Learning Styles Reese & Dunn (2007) 

 

Thurs., Dec. 3: Final Discussion and Wrap Up 

12-2 pm 


