
HISTORY 386:  THE AGE OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

Christine Adams
Fall 2001

Office: 231 Kent Hall
email: cmadams@smcm.edu

Office Hours:  Tues.-Thurs., 2-3 p.m.

The French Revolution is one of the best-known events and turning points in history, an event
with enormous repercussions for both French and world history.  This course will examine the
origins, process and impact of the French Revolution.  It will begin with an analysis of France in
the eighteenth century in order to understand the historical processes leading to revolution, then
move to an investigation of the classic and more recent interpretations of the Revolution itself. 
We will make use of a variety of textual, visual, and audio sources, many of which are available
on the CD-ROM that accompanies the text for the course, Liberty, Equality, Fraternity:
Exploring the French Revolution.

Requirements

1. Class attendance, preparation, and participation.  More than  two absences, except for
certified illness will result in your grade being lowered 1/3 grade (i.e., from B to B-) for
each additional absence.  A reading is assigned for every class, and you must prepare it
beforehand and come to class with questions and observations.  

The following are required readings for the course:

Books

Carol Blum, Rousseau and the Republic of Virtue:  The Language of Politics in the French
Revolution (Cornell, l986)
Jack R. Censer and Lynn Hunt, Liberty, Equality, Fraternity: Exploring the French Revolution
(Penn State, 2001), with companion CD-ROM
Robert Darnton, The Literary Underground of the Old Regime (Harvard, 1982)
Jacques-Louis Ménétra, Journal of My Life (Columbia, 1986)
Alexis de Tocqueville, The Old Regime and the French Revolution (Doubleday, 1955)

Articles  

Olwen Hufton, "Begging, Vagrancy, Vagabondage and the Law:  An Aspect of the Problem of
Poverty in Eighteenth-Century France"
Robert Forster, :"From Renaissance 'Captains' to Court Nobility" and "The Burden of Status," in
The House of Saulx-Tavanes, pp. 1-54 and 109-139
Elizabeth Colwill, "Just Another Citoyenne?  Marie-Antoinette on Trial, 1790-1793"
Robert Forster, "Changing Views of the Reign of Terror"
Hugh Gough, "Genocide and the Bicentenary:  The French Revolution and the Revenge of the
Vendée"
Jacques Le Goff and Donald Sutherland, "The Revolution and the Rural Community in
Eighteenth-Century Brittany"

2. Two research papers of 8-10 pages, each focused on a particular theme based on the
source material available on the CD-ROM. Essays must be typed, double-spaced, and
properly footnoted (see syllabus for dates of assignments).  Consult Kate Turbian's



Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations, or The Chicago Manual of
Style for appropriate citation formats.   Papers are due at the time of class, and should be
submitted in hard copy.  Any paper handed in late will be subject to a penalty of 1/3 grade
(i.e., from B to B-) for each business day after the due date.

3. A mid-term exam

4. A cumulative final exam

Grades will be weighted as follows:
Class participation  10%
Essays 20 % each
Mid-term Exam 25%
Final Exam 25%

COURSE SCHEDULE

Aug 28 Introduction:  The Problem of the French Revolution

FRANCE UNDER THE OLD REGIME

Aug 30 Urban France in the Eighteenth Century
Censer and Hunt, pp. 1-14, 21-28
CD-ROM text, Chapter 1, pp. 4-9
Ménétra, pp. vii-13
Darnton, Chap. 5

Sept 4 One Eighteenth-Century Frenchman
Ménétra, pp. 17-217

Sept 6 Peasants and Rural France
Hufton article, "Begging, Vagrancy..."
CD-ROM text, read all text and view all images under the heading
 � Peasants, �  p. 1,  in Resource Index 

Sept 11 Film:  Ridicule
Library, Rm. 321

Sept 13 The Elite
Selections from Forster, House of Saulx-Tavanes
CD-ROM text, browse texts and images under the heading  � Nobility �  in
Resource Index

Sept 18 The Enlightenment and the Philosophes
Censer and Hunt, pp. 14-21; 37-39 (Doc. 1.12)
CD-ROM text, Chapter 3, pp. 32-46
Blum, pp. 13-56



Sept 20 The Enlightenment from Below:  Books, Smut and Politics
Darnton, Chaps. 3-4

Sept 25 The Road to 1789
CD-ROM, Chap. 6, pp. 88-92
CD-ROM, Abbé Sieyès,  � What is the Third Estate? �
Blum, pp. 57-132

1789:  ORIGINS, CAUSES AND ANALYSIS

Sept 27 The Social Interpretation
Censer and Hunt, 49-54; 45 (Doc. 1.16)
CD-ROM, Overview,  � The Origins of the Revolution �  and Chap.1, pp. 9-
18
Tocqueville, pp. vii-21

Oct 2 Intellectual Origins?
Darnton, Chaps. 1-2
Tocqueville, pp. 22-137

Oct 4 A New Political Culture?
Censer and Hunt, pp. 28-35 (Documents on Damiens Affair)
CD-ROM, Chap. 2, pp. 19-31
Darnton, Chap. 6
Colwill article

Oct 9 NO CLASS: FALL READING DAY

Oct 11 The Revisionist View
Tocqueville, pp. 138-211
FIRST PAPER DUE

Oct 16 MIDTERM EXAM

THE COURSE OF THE REVOLUTION

Oct 18 Making the Revolution at Home
Censer and Hunt, pp. 54-62; 66-73 (Documents on Political Clubs)
CD-ROM, Overview,  � Radicalization of the Revolution, �  and Chap. 6,
pp. 92-95
Ménétra, pp. 217-40

Oct 23 Making the Revolution Abroad:  the International Context
CD-ROM, Chap. 6, pp. 96-97; Chap. 7, pp. 106-11; Chap. 10, pp. 158-65



Oct 25 Radicalization and the Creation of the Republic
Censer and Hunt, pp. 62-66
CD-ROM, Chap. 4, pp. 47-67; Chap. 6, 97-104
Blum, pp. 133-68

Oct 30 NO CLASS: ADVISING DAY

Nov 1  Killing the King and Remaking the French
Censer and Hunt, pp. 75-84
CD-ROM, Chap. 5, 68-87
Blum, pp. 169-237

Nov 6 The Reign of Terror
Censer and Hunt, pp. 85-95; 105-114 (Documents on the Terror)
CD-ROM, Chap. 7, pp. 111-19
Blum, pp. 238-81

Nov 8 Film:  "Danton"

Nov 13 Assessing the Terror
Censer and Hunt, pp. 95-105
Forster,  � Changing views... �
Gough article

RESPONSES TO REVOLUTION

Nov 15 Revolution in the Provinces
CD-ROM text, browse texts and images under the heading  � Provinces �  in
Resource Index; be sure to read  � Letter from Robaut de Saint-Etienne; �
 � Revolutionary Armies in the Provinces; �   � Report by Jacobin Society of
Besançon; �   � Proclamation of the Department of the Seine-et-Oise. �

Nov 20 The Revolution in the Colonies
Censer and Hunt, pp. 115-38
CD-ROM, Chap. 8, pp. 183-36
SECOND PAPER DUE

THANKSGIVING VACATION

Nov 27 Reaction and Counterrevolution
Le Goff and Sutherland article
CD-ROM text, browse texts and view images under the heading
 � Counterrevolution, �  esp. pp. 5-6,  in Resource Index 



Nov 29 The Retreat from Radicalism and the Rise of Napoleon
Censer and Hunt, pp. 139-44
CD-ROM, Chap 7, pp. 120-27

Dec 4 The Reign of Napoleon
Censer and Hunt, pp. 171-96
CD-ROM, Overview,  � The Rise and Fall of Napoleon Bonaparte, �  and
Chap. 9, pp. 185-56

Dec 6  Assessing the Impact of the Revolution
Censer and Hunt, pp. 171-96
CD-ROM, Overview,  � Reactions to the Revolution, �  and Chap. 10, 165-
75

Final Exam: Thursday, December 13, 2001, 9-11 a.m.


