Asian Studies
View Asian Studies website
The cultures of Asia are among the world’s oldest and most enduring, and they also play an
increasingly important role in modern-world aﬀairs. Emigrant peoples of Asia have reshaped
the cultures of the rest of the world in profound ways, expanding what is thought of as Asia
beyond national and continental boundaries to include diaspora cultures in North and South
America, Europe, Australia, and Africa. Asia’s many distinct and interrelated civilizations are
thus both ancient, dating to the Neolithic era, and widespread, geographically spanning the
globe. The economic and political centers of Asia include the two most populous nations in
the world and two of the three largest economies in the world. Thus, Asian Studies challenges
students to explore some of the most inﬂuential and widespread cultures on the globe.
Because of this wide-ranging historical and geographic scope, Asian Studies must employ an
interdisciplinary approach. The core requirement for the major in Asian Studies is a teamtaught, interdisciplinary course, which oﬀers students an opportunity to explore the breadth
of disciplinary approaches to this study area. Further Asian Studies courses may be found in
the departments of political science, economics, history, English, international languages and
cultures, philosophy and religious studies, art history and theater, ﬁlm and media studies.
This “area studies” approach demands that students take an active and conscious part in
designing their major in Asian Studies.
The Asian Studies faculty strongly recommends that students anchor their study of Asia in
language study and study abroad. In addition to Chinese language oﬀerings on-campus, St.
Mary’s oﬀers study-abroad programs at Fudan University in Shanghai, China; Lingnan
University in Hong Kong, China; Akita University in Japan; and Kerala University in India.
Students may pursue the study of other Asian languages through study-abroad programs in
other Asian countries, or students may choose to attend language programs at other
universities and colleges in the U.S. No study of Asia and its cultures is complete without the
study of an Asian language.
In addition to broadening student horizons in the liberal arts, Asian Studies provides excellent
preparation for a future career in the U.S. Foreign Service, the United Nations, international

non-governmental organizations, multi-national business, and advanced academic studies.

Learning Outcomes
Execute proﬁciency in an Asian language
Explain the basic historical linkages between Asian societies, and between Asia and the world
Judge the impact of contemporary global events on Asian societies
Formulate and defend written and oral arguments on controversial subjects in Asian Studies
Utilize appropriate relevant sources to produce well-written research on Asian Studies topics
Embody awareness of the importance of Asian cultures and their impact on issues of global
concern
Demonstrate curiosity, initiative, independence, transfer and reﬂection on issues of
importance in Asia
Respect the impact/importance that environmental conservation has on the quality of the
peoples of Asia and the globe

Degree Requirements for the Major
General College Requirements
General College requirements including the following requirements to satisfy the major.
To complete a major in the cross-disciplinary study area in Asian Studies, a student must
satisfy the following requirements, designed to establish the breadth and depth of knowledge
consistent with the goals of the Asian Studies study area.

Required Courses
Required Courses. At least 44 credit hours in Asian Studies cross-listed courses, as speciﬁed
in a., b., c., and d., below. A grade of C- or better must be received in each course of the
major and the cumulative grade-point average used to satisfy the major must be at least
2.00. Courses taken for credit/no credit may not be used as required courses.
ASIA 200: Introduction to Asian Studies

At least eight credit hours in an Asian Language
to be completed in one of the following ways:

Complete ILCC 101 and ILCC 102: Elementary Chinese I and II.
Any Asian language at another college or university.
Study abroad in an Asian country that includes intensive language study. Note: the Asian
Studies coordinator must approve program.
Demonstrate at least second-semester college-level proﬁciency in an Asian language. Note:
students who major in Asian Studies are strongly encouraged to pursue additional
coursework in Asian languages.

Additional elective courses:
24 credit hours in at least three separate disciplines of which 20 credit hours must be from
any 300-400 level Asian Studies courses. Note: students fulﬁlling a major in Chinese
Language (ILCC) may not use ILCC credit hours of Chinese language to fulﬁll this
requirement.
Courses taken for the major should form a cohesive program and be selected in consultation
with a faculty adviser from Asian Studies.

St. Mary's Project
St. Mary’s Project: eight credit hours. Note: Students who complete an interdisciplinary SMP
of which only four credit hours consist in ASIA 493/494 must complete four credit hours
chosen from any 300-400 level Asian Studies courses in addition to requirements above.
Students who complete an SMP entirely outside of ASIA 493/494 must complete eight credit
hours chosen from any 300-400 level Asian Studies courses in addition to requirements
above.
Students preparing to begin their St. Mary’s Projects should submit a proposal to the program
coordinator in the spring of their junior year. Proposal deadlines and procedures will be
announced each spring. Students wishing to begin their SMP mid-year should submit a
proposal to the program coordinator prior to the last week of scheduled classes in the fall
semester.

Degree Requirements for the Minor
General College Requirements
General College requirements.

All requirements in a major discipline of study.

Required Courses
At least 24 credit hours (or six courses) in courses having an Asian focus, in all of which a
grade of C- or higher must be achieved, as follows:
Required course: ASIA 200: Introduction to Asian Studies
Additional courses to total 20 credit hours (or ﬁve courses) in at least two separate
disciplines. At least eight credits (two courses) of this total must be at the 300-400 level.

Asian Language Requirement
As a part of their course of study, students must fulﬁll an Asian language requirement in one
of the following four ways:
Complete ILCC 102: Elementary Chinese II.
Complete the equivalent of Elementary Chinese II at another institution in an Asian language.
Study abroad in an Asian country including intensive language study. Programs must be
approved by the Asian Studies faculty.
Demonstrate at least second-semester college-level proﬁciency in Asian language. Courses
taken for the minor should form a cohesive program and be selected in consultation with a
faculty adviser from Asian Studies.

Faculty
Betul Basaran – Areas of expertise: Islam and Women in South Asia
Holly A. Blumner – Areas of expertise: Japanese Theater and Culture
Yu-Min Chen – Areas of expertise: Chinese Language and Asian Studies
Jinqqi Fu – Areas of expertise: Chinese Language and Linguistics
Daniel Meckel – Areas of expertise: Hinduism and South Asian Religion
Charles Musgrove – (Coordinator) Areas of expertise: East Asian History
Brad Park – Areas of expertise: Japanese and Chinese Philosophy
John Schroeder – Areas of expertise: Buddhism and South Asian Philosophy
Sahar Shafqat – Areas of expertise: South Asian Politics
Bruce Wilson – Areas of expertise: Chinese and Japanese Literature
Visiting Fudan Scholar – Areas of expertise: Chinese Language

