
WANDERING SOULS 
Journeys with the Dead and the Living in Viet Nam 

 
Please join award-winning author Wayne Karlin for a 
discussion of his novel, which brings to light the grace 
and courage of a soldier who brought back the soul of 
the man he killed to that man’s family, taking onto 
himself their own rending grief. It is also the story of 
the mercy of a family – and an entire village – who 
took that soldier to their hearts and allowed their 
gratitude at the ending he brought to their story to 
outweigh their need to hate him for the death that 
began it. A powerful portrait of the terrible price of 
war on soldiers and families, WANDERING SOULS 
reveals a way to heal by finding one’s own humanity mirrored in the lives of 
people who had once tried to kill each other. 
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 Wayne Karlin served in the Marine Corps in Viet Nam. He is the author of 
numerous books of fiction and nonfiction, including Lost Armies, The 
Wished-For Country, Rumors and Stones, Prisoners, and Marble Mountain. 
He is co-editor, with Le Minh Khue and Trong Vu, of The Other Side of 
Heaven: Post-War Fiction by Vietnamese and American Writers. His articles, 

essays, and book reviews have appeared in, among other publications, the Washington Post, 
Los Angeles Times, Baltimore Sun, and The Nation. In 1998, he was awarded the Paterson 
Prize in Fiction, and in 2005, he received an Excellence in the Arts Award from the Vietnam 
Veterans of America. He has also received two fellowships from The National Endowment 
for the Arts and five Individual Artist Awards from the State of Maryland. He recently retired 
as a Professor Emeritus of Language and Literature at the College of Southern Maryland. 


