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Is there a place for commuters to cook or store food?

New Students
Are there any fraternities on campus?
We do not have social fraternities or sororities at SMCM. We have over 70 clubs and
organizations, varsity athletics, club sports, and departmental activities that students can join to be
with others who share common interests and to build friendships.
What activities does the college provide for the students?
We have a large number and variety of programs, events, and activities scheduled throughout the
year. Many clubs and organizations sponsor related programs (e.g. the Mountain Biking Club
sponsors bike rides; the men’s and women’s a cappella groups have concerts, the Black Student
Union sponsors mentor/mentee programs with the local schools. We have over 70 active clubs
and organizations on campus to meet the interests of our students. The Student Government
Association Programs Board is responsible for providing a number of large-scale, campus-wide
programs, for example, World Carnival. The Office of Student Development sponsors many
campus-wide programs, including bus trips to Washington, D.C. and NYC to go to plays,
shopping, museums, etc. They’ll bring in comedians, movies, coffeehouses, hypnotists, etc. Our
varsity athletics and club sports programs are all quite active and have many home
games/matches for students to attend. The Residence Life staff plan and implement programs of
interest for their residents. There are dance performances, theatre performances, and/or concerts
sponsored by the Theater and Music Departments every few months. We have regular poetry
readings, lectures, and colloquiums scheduled throughout the year. Our students are also known
to create their own fun with their friends (going on hikes, going shopping, kayaking or sailing on
the river, wandering through Historic St. Mary’s City, etc.). Despite our small size, we do have
lots to do around here. There are parties, especially on the weekends in the Townhouses, but we
have other activities for those who choose not to attend.
What if we want to put curtains on the window? Are there curtain rods already in place? If not, what do
the students usually do?
We provide window shades in the traditional halls (Caroline, Dorchester, Prince George, and
Queen Anne) and blinds in Lewis Quad, the Townhouses, and Waring Commons. We do not
provide curtain rods. To be honest, very, very few of our students put up curtains. The rods tend
to damage the walls and the students end up having to pay for the repairs. Most students use
pictures, posters, and tapestries on their walls to decorate and give their room a “homey” feeling.
What is a lofting kit? Does it raise the bed high enough to put a desk underneath? Is it something we need
to arrange ahead of time?
A lofting kit raises the bed using an extension of the headboard and footboard. The bed can be
raised high enough for the dresser and/or desk to be placed beneath the bed, thus allowing more
open floor space in the room. Beds in Dorchester, Lewis Quad, Queen Anne, Waring Commons,
and certain Townhouses can be lofted or bunked. Beds in Caroline, Prince George, and other
Townhouses can be bunked, but not lofted. Once a student arrives on campus in August, the
student can request a lofting kit through an RA or RHC. Our maintenance staff will bring the
lofting kit to the room within a few days. Students are not permitted to bring risers, homemade
lofts, or raise their beds by putting them on top of furniture.
When does housing close this semester for Winter/Spring/Summer Break?
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The Academic Calendar provides a list of all important dates; including days off and breaks.
How are room assignments made?
Room assignments are made based on the date your deposit is received in the Business Office and
the date your housing contract is received in the Office of Residence Life. We try to match
roommates using the answers you provide on the Roommate Matching Form. Therefore, it is
imperative that you be as honest as possible about your personal study and lifestyle habits. You
can also request a specific roommate by swapping your roommate code (found on the residency
portal) with another student and inviting them to live with you. Once this is complete, you’ll see
them as part of your housing “group” and you’ll be assigned to live with that student.
When will we find out about our room assignment and who our roommate is?
Housing confirmations are emailed to incoming students’ SMCM email accounts in mid-July.
The housing confirmation will contain your room assignment, Campus Center mailbox
assignment, your campus phone extension, and the name(s), address(es), phone number(s), and email address(es) of your roommate(s). We strongly encourage you to contact your roommate
ASAP in order to get to know each other, determine who will bring what to your shared room,
etc.
Help! I haven’t heard back from my assigned roommate!
Unfortunately, all the information that we provided you with in your roommate assignment email
is all the information we have for your roommate. While we encourage you to look your
roommate up on social media and try to contact them, don’t fret if they never respond! Many
people do not contact or hear from their roommates until move-in day. If this is your case, just
hold off purchasing big ticket items, such as a mini-fridge, until you meet your roommate and see
what you both need and want.
What happens if I do not like my roommate?
We hope that you will get along with your roommate. The first few weeks of school are important
to building a good roommate relationship. You will receive information on how to do that when
you arrive in August. Open communication is the key to this relationship. If, however, you are
unhappy, you will need to contact the Residence Life staff in your building. Mediation and
conflict resolution services are available. If absolutely necessary, roommate changes will be
considered after the first two weeks of school.
On my tuition sheet it says I will be living in a quad but I have been unable to find out exactly what that
is. Could you tell me what quad facilities are like?
Quads in Caroline, Dorchester, Prince George, and Queen Anne are study rooms that have been
converted into bedrooms to accommodate up to four students when we are over-enrolled. They
are designed to be temporary housing until space opens up in standard double rooms. Students
assigned to these rooms usually have top priority for being moved into standard rooms in order to
regain the use of the room as a study lounge. Again, each student has a desk, desk chair,
wardrobe, dresser, and bed. The beds are typically bunked or lofted before the students arrive.
There are at least two, usually three, windows, in these rooms. There are also two phone lines per
room.
Are we allowed to put up posters in our rooms to liven them up?
Yes, you are allowed to put up posters on the walls. We encourage students to personalize their
rooms (within reason!). We ask that you use the 3M Poster Mounts that we will provide or some
other removable substance (not duct tape, nails, etc.) so as to avoid damaging the paint and the
walls.
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Can I bring my pet to live with me on campus?
Non-venomous reptiles and non-meat-eating fish in tanks up to 20 gallons are permitted in the
residences without any special permission. For other animals, including those with fur, such as a
dog or cat; we do have a comfort animal policy. To begin the process of obtaining permission to
have a comfort animal, please email Derek Young for the form. Please note that this process takes
up to 60 days to complete and requires various medical and veterinarian recommendations to be
processed.
What am I not allowed to bring to school?
Air conditioner, electric fry pans, crock pots, other cooking appliances, firearms, weapons,
knives, fireworks, air pistols, halogen lamps and bulbs, hot plate, microwave ovens (except for
Lewis Quad, and Waring Commons, and the Townhouses where one microwave per unit is
permitted), pets (except non-meat-eating fish and non-venomous reptiles in 20 gal. or less tanks),
portable heater, refrigerators taller than 33″, toaster and toaster oven, water beds. Window air
conditioners are permitted ONLY for students with approved medical reasons who have received
prior written permission from the Health Center and the Associate Dean of Students. The College
will lease air conditioners to students who have approval for one. Please contact our office for
details.
What can I bring to school?
Blanket, clothes hangers, linens (extra-long), pillow, towels, washcloths, wastebasket, personal
care and toiletry items, clock, radio, desk lamp, fan, hair dryer, personal care equipment, hot pot,
iron, plants, popcorn popper, one refrigerator per room (not to exceed 33″), rug, small vacuum
cleaner, stereo, TV, VCR, surge protector, telephone, typewriter, computer, printer, and
answering machine. In addition, students should bring a landline phone, because none are
provided. In Lewis Quad suites, one microwave is allowed per suite in the common room.
Can I get a single room?
Single rooms are available on a limited basis and are usually reserved for upperclass students,
students with extenuating medical or mental health circumstances, students with certain physical
or learning disabilities, and non-traditional students. If you have an extenuating medical or mental
health situation and want to request a single, appropriate documentation must be sent to the
Health or Counseling Center for approval. If you have a physical or learning disability,
appropriate documentation must be sent to the Assistant Vice President for Academic Services
for approval. If any singles are left, they will be assigned to students who request them based on
credit (the more credits you have, the better your chance to get a single).
Do any of the residence halls have study rooms?
Most of the residences have at least one study room available for the students (the exception is in
the Townhouses where there is no common study room available). On occasion, we have to use
the study rooms in the traditional halls (Caroline, Dorchester, Prince George, and Queen Anne) as
temporary bedrooms in the event that we are overcrowded, but we try to empty those rooms as
quickly as possible, and we can usually leave at least one open in each traditional residence hall
in order to provide study space for the students.
How many students share a room?
Most of our residence hall rooms are doubles, meaning there are two students to a room. We have
a limited number of singles available in the traditional halls, typically for students with medical
needs. When necessary, we convert study rooms in the traditional halls into temporary triples or
quads (three or four students) to accommodate overcrowding (again, the rooms are very large).
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The suites contain double rooms. The Waring Commons apartments have mostly single bedrooms
with a few units having doubles. The Townhouses are all double bedrooms.
Will I live with people of the opposite sex?
Two of our residence halls (Prince George and Caroline) are co-ed by wing, meaning that each
wing will house only female or male students; while Dorchester Hall houses only male students,
and Queen Anne Hall houses only female students. One wing in Prince George Hall (open
housing) and all of North Campus housing, including the suites, townhouses, and apartments, are
all completely co-ed. This means than anyone of any sex or gender identity can live
together. During the room selection process upperclass students can choose to apply for a coed
suite (in Lewis Quad or Waring Commons), a coed apartment (in Waring Commons) or a coed
Townhouse (on the Greens or “old” Townhouses).
What will be provided in my room?
Each bedroom is furnished with a bed frame, mattress, dresser, closet or wardrobe, a desk and
chair (per student).
Do I need to bring an ethernet cord? Is there internet provided?
Wi-Fi is provided in all residence halls and academic buildings. However, due to the ability for
technology to fail at times, we do recommend that students still bring an ethernet cord should
they need to complete work during regular maintenance or outages.
Who cleans my room?
Students are expected to clean their own rooms. Housekeeping staff clean the rooms before the
students move in. They also clean the public areas: (lounges, hallways, lobbies and common
bathrooms) during the week.
Where can I do my laundry? How much does it cost?
Laundry facilities are located on the first floor of Prince George, Dorchester, Caroline, and Queen
Anne Halls. Laundry facilities for Lewis Quad are located in the front building, next door to the
seminar room and computer lab. Laundry facilities for the Townhouses are located in DPC.
Laundry facilities for Waring Commons are located under WC 25. Laundry costs are included in
the housing fee and thus students can use the machines without any added price or swipe of their
ID cards.
Does the College store my stuff over the summer?
No. The College does not provide storage for residents’ personal belongings. All items must be
removed at the end of the academic year. Items left in the living units will be discarded. There are
numerous self-storage vendors in town. Many of our students share a unit during the summer.
Does the school have insurance for my property?
The College does not have insurance to cover student’s personal belongings due to theft or
damages, so please have your parents check their homeowner’s insurance to make sure your
possessions are adequately covered (computer, clothing, electronics, jewelry, bicycle, etc.). While
you’re at it, make sure you have health insurance, too!
Can I live off-campus?
Students are permitted to live off-campus. SMCM does not have a residency requirement. There
is a listing of off-campus rental properties available in the Office of Residence Life. We strongly
suggest that first-year students live on-campus to promote class unity and to aid in their transition
to the College environment. Students who live on-campus generally have a higher G.P.A. and get
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more involved in school activities. By the way, campus housing is guaranteed for eight semesters
(housing is guaranteed for transfer students on a pro-rated basis).
Can I have a car on campus?
Students are permitted to have cars, as long as they purchase a parking sticker ($100). A parking
lot for first-year students (“Guam”) is located near the Physical Plant building. Because SMCM is
a small college, students get to know each other in a short period of time, and most students
carpool to town.
Is it necessary to have a car on campus? How do students without one get around?
As stated in the previous question, students quickly become acquainted with one another and
almost always have a ride to wherever they need to go, whether it be a friend, an orientation
leader, or just someone they heard was going where they needed to go. We also have a Facebook
group titled “SMCM Ride Board” where students can post about needing or giving rides to other
students. This is especially useful for going longer distances home or around breaks. While we do
provide a shuttle service to the major airports for all mandatory breaks, some students prefer
catching rides with other students instead.
Do freshmen have a curfew?
Students at St. Mary’s College of Maryland (including first-year students) do not have a curfew.
We do not have staff keeping tabs on when students leave the buildings and when they return, nor
do we have residents sign-in and -out when going into and out of the residences. We expect our
students to behave maturely and responsibly. Part of the college experience is learning how to
take care of oneself. We provide guidance and support to our residents, but we do not monitor
their moment-to-moment comings and goings.
Can I smoke in the buildings?
No. All buildings on the St. Mary’s campus are smoke-free and one must remain 25 feet away
from all entryways when smoking.
How do I know what the policies are?
Housing policies are briefly outlined in your housing contract. All residents are expected to attend
floor meetings at the beginning of the academic year, during which some of the policies will be
explained in greater detail. We strongly encourage you to read and become familiar with the
information contained in To the Point, the student handbook, which is online. Students are also
expected to know and adhere to the policies that are in the Resident Student Guide, located on the
Residence Life Web page.
How is the campus’ accessibility and accommodations for different handicaps?
For information on specific accommodations, please contact Academic Services at (240) 8954388.
Am I allowed to bring and keep my medications in my dorm with me?
Generally, most medications are approved to be kept with the student. If you have any questions
as to the rules surrounding a specific medication, please contact the Wellness Center at (240) 8954289.
How big are the rooms and how long are the mattresses?
Standard double rooms are approximately 16′ x 11′.
Window dimensions for Caroline, Dorchester, Prince George, Queen Anne: 84″(L) x 42″(W).
Mattresses in all of our residential areas are extra long: 80” (L) x 36” (W)
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Are the residence halls secure?
All residences are locked 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Students are issued a cardkey which
operates the outside entry doors and a key to their assigned room. Students assigned to the
Townhouses, Lewis Quad, or Waring Commons will be issued a key for their entry door and their
bedroom door. We strongly encourage students to keep their room doors and entry doors locked
all the time.
Can you be an RA your freshman year? How do you get chosen to be an RA?
I’m glad to hear that you are interested in an RA position! You need to know though, that we do
not allow first-year students to be RAs. That is because the transition to college is tough enough
without having the added pressure of having a major student leadership position and going
through the very extensive training process. Students need to be familiar with College policies &
procedures and need to have a fairly good understanding of the College before they can become
RAs. That takes some time. We do allow first-year students to apply in the spring for RA
positions for their sophomore year (the following academic year). Students interested in applying
for RA positions submit a written application, have a personal interview with our professional
staff, participate in Group Interaction Day, have a group interview with our Residence Hall
Coordinators, and participate in a “desk duty observation” experience (where they shadow a
current RA while on duty to get a feel for what desk duty is like). Information about the selection
process is available near the end of the fall semester and as soon as students return from Winter
Break because the applications are due before the end of January.
What is the visiting policy?
SMCM has attempted to develop a degree of flexibility to accommodate varying lifestyles. As a
result, we have an open visiting policy. We have confidence in the ability and inclination of
SMCM students to make mature decisions about their social behavior. We also believe that no
individual has the right to infringe upon another’s freedom, privacy, and safety, and that students
are willing to accept both the rights and responsibilities of such a policy. Our policy should not be
construed as permission for members of the opposite sex to sleep overnight or to conduct
themselves in such a way as to invade another individual’s privacy. Students are permitted to
have overnight guests for a maximum of four nights in a given month. Students are held
responsible for the actions of their guests. SMCM does not have a curfew.
What if I did not turn in a housing application?
If an incoming student would like to be placed into housing and has not completed a New Student
Housing Contract by June 1st, please contact the Office of Residence Life at (240) 895-4207 for
further assistance.
What are some resources for buying used or new items/textbooks on or around campus?
The campus has several programs for students to buy used items! We recently started a program
called FreeStore, which is located in Dorchester hall. Here, students can donate unwanted items
and other students can shop there. The best part is that everything is free! Clothing and other
items are available at the FreeStore, depending on what is donated. We also have an online
Facebook group known as the SMCM Blackmarket, where students sell and trade items at their
own discretion. This page is a wonderful resource for textbooks and any number of miscellaneous
items that might be in demand.
If I am running low on fund/income, what are some options for getting food or other necessities?
Other than the blackmarket and FreeStore discussed in the previous question, we also have a
Food Pantry located in the campus center. All year long we take donations to the Food Pantry and
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it is provided to the students as a “Give what you can, take what you need” resource. Here,
students can come as they please to get food if they are running short an unable to access or
afford their own. We do ask that students who utilize the Food Pantry try to give when they are
able, so that we can keep the Pantry stocked for those who need it.
Where can I get information about available scholarships?
Check Here to see the many scholarships that SMCM offers to its students. We also recommend
doing your own research to find lesser known scholarships that may apply to you. No amount is
too small when it comes to helping with tuition!
What happens if I don’t have enough money to pay for my tuition or housing?
We have a variety of options to help students meet the monetary requirements for tuition and
housing. Although the previous question identified where to find scholarships, we also provide
Financial Aid and other options for students. Please contact the Financial Aid office at (240) 8953000 for more information.
What is the DeSousa Brent program?
The DeSousa Brent (DB) program is a program for underrepresented groups on campus in order
to provide them with the necessary support and tools for success in our community. These
resources include a selected Core101 class, a 2-week summer bridge program, upperclassmen
mentors, and several other benefits. Students that fit the criteria for the DB program are offered
the ability to apply. For more information on this program, please contact FJ Talley at (240) 8952185.
What is the Global Scholars program?
The Global Scholars program is a program that invited high achieving students to apply to take a
specialized first year seminar focused on the effects and workings of globalization. The program
also sponsors an abroad trip once a year for its scholars. For more information on this program,
please contact Ruth Feingold (rpfeingold@smcm.edu)
How does orientation work?
Orientation starts the day that you move onto campus! Orientation leaders (selected students who
apply and train for their position) will be all over campus directing you, helping you move in, and
more. The Resident Assistants that will be present all year will also be helping and introducing
themselves. After opening convocation, students say their good-byes and meet their two assigned
orientation leaders and the rest of their group. Throughout the next few days, they will have
residence meetings, educational and volunteer opportunities, and time to familiarize themselves
with the campus. While we consider orientation “mandatory,” please contact the Office of
Student Activities at (240) 895-4209 if you have any questions or cannot make orientation.
Help! I can’t make New Student Information Day! What do I do?
No worries! While we suggest that incoming students attend NSID, it is not mandatory! This is
not your orientation and will not count against you if you cannot make it. While there are unique
opportunities provided on NSID, such as getting your ID photo taken, meeting the Orientation
Leaders and RAs, and much more, there will be time to catch up at orientation in the fall! For any
questions about NSID, please contact the New Student Information Line at (240) 895-4279.
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Returning Students
When does housing close this semester for Winter/Spring/Summer Break?
The Academic Calendar provides a list of all important dates; including days off and breaks.
Can I bring my pet to live with me on campus?
Non-venomous reptiles and non-meat-eating fish in tanks up to 20 gallons are permitted in the
residences without any special permission. For other animals, including those with fur, such as a
dog or cat; we do have a comfort animal policy. To begin the process of obtaining permission to
have a comfort animal, please email for the form. Please note that this process takes up to 60 days
to complete and requires various medical and veterinarian recommendations to be processed.
Can I get a single room?
Single rooms are available on a limited basis and are usually reserved for upperclass students,
students with extenuating medical or mental health circumstances, students with certain physical
or learning disabilities, and non-traditional students. If you have an extenuating medical or mental
health situation and want to request a single, appropriate documentation must be sent to the
Health or Counseling Center for approval. If you have a physical or learning disability,
appropriate documentation must be sent to the Assistant Vice President for Academic Services
for approval. If any singles are left, they will be assigned to students who request them based on
credit (the more credits you have, the better your chance to get a single).
Does a student have to pay extra money for single bedrooms in the Waring Commons apartments?
The single-bedroom apartments cost a little more than the double-bedroom apartments at Waring
Commons. The apartments are also the most expensive housing on campus since the complex is
the newest housing we have and has lots of amenities that the residence halls do not have. If you
would like more information on room and board costs, please go to our Web page at
www.smcm.edu/residencelife.
How big are the single rooms in the Waring Commons apartments? Also – what appliances do the
apartments come with besides a fridge and stove?
The single bedrooms in Waring Commons are approximately 10′ x 13′. The College does not
provide any other appliances in the apartment kitchens except the full-size refrigerator, stove, and
cabinets. We also provide the dining room table, chairs, and loveseat. Students have to provide
their own cooking equipment (pots, pans, a microwave), utensils, plates, glasses, etc. You should
discuss this with your housemates in advance so all four of you don’t bring microwaves, utensils,
etc.
What will be provided in my room? In the apartment/suite?
Each bedroom is furnished with a bed frame, mattress, dresser, closet or wardrobe, a desk and
chair (per student). A sofa, two chairs, and a dining room table and chairs are provided in the
apartments and townhouses. The kitchen area in all apartments and townhouses is equipped with
a full- size refrigerator, stove, oven, and sink. Suites in the Lewis Quad and Waring Commons
areas are equipped with a microwave in the common area.
Who cleans my room?
Students are expected to clean their own rooms. Housekeeping staff clean the rooms before the
students move in. They also clean the public areas (lounges, hallways, lobbies and common
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bathrooms) of the residence halls during the week. In the suites, housekeeping staff attends to the
bathrooms twice a week. Housekeeping staff does not attend to the townhouses or apartments.
Do the apartments/suites have cable TV service?
Yes. Each bedroom, and the living room in each apartment, has a cable connection which is
operational upon student move-in.
What if I am not returning to housing next year?
Current resident students who are not returning to housing for the 2014-2015 academic year
should print out and return the Resident Exit Survey that is available by clicking the Forms link
on the Residence Life website at www.smcm.edu/residencelife/forms. Deadlines for these forms
changes each year. Please contact the Office of Residence Life ASAP to avoid any fines
associated with breaking the housing contract.
What if I do not turn in a housing application?
If you would like to request housing on campus and have missed the deadline for the housing
contract and deposit, please contact the Office of Residence life at (240) 895-4207 for further
information.
What if I don’t have a roommate?
We recommend that students use word-of-mouth and social networking sites (such as Facebook)
to find a roommate, suitemates, or housemates.
We got an apartment (suite, townhouse) but one person dropped out. What happens now?
If a vacancy occurs in a room, suite, apartment or townhouse after room selection, the residents
will have approximately 10 days to find another eligible student to fill that vacancy, depending on
timing and space needs. The person filling the vacancy must have at least the same number of
credits as the person he/she is replacing. If the vacancy remains unfilled, students from the
waitlist or new admits will be assigned or the vacancies will be consolidated.
I am planning to study abroad in the fall. What should I do about my housing?
Because room selection deadlines pass before study abroad acceptance occurs, we strongly
recommend that you participate in the room selection process as if you were going to be on
campus in the fall. After you receive your study abroad acceptance, you can submit a housing
contract release request in writing to Derek Young (before May 1) and you will be released with
no financial penalties. Please note: If you select housing with a group and then are released from
the housing contract to study abroad, the Office of Residence Life does not guarantee that you
will be able to return to your assigned housing. We strongly recommend that you find a student to
fill in for you in the fall to ensure that you will be able to return to your space in the spring.
How many singles, suites, townhouses, and apartments are available during room selection?
There are 10 male singles and 11 female singles in residence halls, eight six-person suites in
Lewis Quad, 25 six-person suites in Waring Commons, ten ten-person suites in Lewis Quad, 35
four-person Crescents townhouses, 39 four-person Greens townhouses, and 10 four-person
Waring Commons apartments.
How many rising sophomores typically make it into suites?
This number depends a great deal on groupings from year to year, so the best way to estimate
your chances of getting a suite is to compare your group’s credit amount to the average of the
year before.
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If I get my contract and deposit in early do I have a better shot of getting my first choice?
No. As long as residential students meet all the deadlines, then rooms & other housing are
determined by a total number of credits within each major housing category.
I need to live on campus for a fifth year. What do I do?
Students who have already lived on campus for eight semesters and wish to return for an
additional semester(s) need to submit a request in writing to Derek Young. Please note that oncampus housing is only guaranteed for eight semesters.
How many credits do I (or does my group) need for a…..?
Because credit totals, groupings, and unit popularity change each year, there is no accurate way to
answer this question. The best way to assess your chances of getting a certain type of housing is
to compare your group’s credits to the average amount of those who got that housing the year
before. We wish we could tell you how the credit totals will play out this year, but until we see
the actual groups and credit totals we have no way of calculating this number. Our best advice is
that if you are interested and eligible for a certain kind of housing—it does not hurt to apply for
it!
We are applying for a townhouse/apartment/suite and would like to request a specific one. How can we
do that?
Selection takes place using Residence, our online housing selection software. Groups will be able
to select from available housing during their selection time.
I studied abroad last semester, but the credits I earned do not show up on the Portal. How can I make sure
that they are counted toward my group’s total?
Students who studied abroad during the Fall 2014 semester in a St. Mary’s program will have the
credits they earned added to their total when assignments are made. Students who studied abroad
in a non-St. Mary’s program should make sure that the Registrar’s office has received their
transcripts from the program before the housing contract deadline.
I want to apply to live with a student who is currently a commuter. Can I do that?
No. Only current resident students are eligible to participate in the Room Selection process.
Commuter students should contact the Office of Residence Life to request to be placed on the
waiting list. We will contact you in June (after new students are housed) if space is available.
I want to live with an incoming first-year/transfer student. Can I do that?
Please contact the Office of Residence Life at (240) 895-4207. These requests are handled on a
case-by-case basis.
I applied with a group for a suite/townhouse/apartment, but now I would like to apply with a different
group. Can I do that?
Students cannot be listed with more than one group for a specific type of housing (for example, a
student cannot be listed on more than one townhouse application). Contact the Office of
Residence Life at (240) 895-4207 to be removed from your group. After that you can be added to
a new group in Residence.
How do you get chosen to be an RA?
Students interested in applying for RA positions submit a written application, have a personal
interview with our professional staff, participate in Group Interaction Day, have a group
interview with our Residence Hall Coordinators, and participate in a “desk duty observation”
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experience (where they shadow a current RA while on duty to get a feel for what desk duty is
like). Information about the selection process is available near the end of the fall semester and as
soon as students return from Winter Break because the applications are due before the end of
January.

Transfer Students
Can I bring my pet to live with me on campus?
Non-venomous reptiles and non-meat-eating fish in tanks up to 20 gallons are permitted in the
residences without any special permission. For other animals, including those with fur, such as a
dog or cat; we do have a comfort animal policy. To begin the process of obtaining permission to
have a comfort animal, please email for the form. Please note that this process takes up to 60 days
to complete and requires various medical and veterinarian recommendations to be processed.
When does housing close this semester for Winter/Spring/Summer Break?
The Academic Calendar provides a list of all important dates; including days off and breaks.
How are room assignments made?
Room assignments are made based on the date your deposit is received in the Business Office and
the date your housing contract is received in the Office of Residence Life. We try to match
roommates using the answers you provide on the Roommate Matching Form. Therefore, it is
imperative that you be as honest as possible about your personal study and lifestyle habits. You
can also request a specific roommate by swapping your roommate code (found on the residency
portal) with another student and inviting them to live with you. Once this is complete, you’ll see
them as part of your housing “group” and you’ll be assigned to live with that student. As transfer
students, your age and credit amounts will also be considered for your housing assignments.
When will we find out about our room assignment and who our roommate is?
Housing confirmations are emailed to incoming students’ SMCM email accounts in mid-July.
The housing confirmation will contain your room assignment, Campus Center mailbox
assignment, your campus phone extension, and the name(s), address(es), phone number(s), and email address(es) of your roommate(s). We strongly encourage you to contact your roommate
ASAP in order to get to know each other, determine who will bring what to your shared room,
etc.
How do you get chosen to be an RA?
Students interested in applying for RA positions submit a written application, have a personal
interview with our professional staff, participate in Group Interaction Day, have a group
interview with our Residence Hall Coordinators, and participate in a “desk duty observation”
experience (where they shadow a current RA while on duty to get a feel for what desk duty is
like). Information about the selection process is available near the end of the fall semester and as
soon as students return from Winter Break because the applications are due before the end of
January.

Commuter Students
Can I live off-campus?
Students are permitted to live off-campus. SMCM does not have a residency requirement. There
is a listing of off-campus rental properties available in the Office of Residence Life. We strongly
suggest that first-year students live on-campus to promote class unity and to aid in their transition
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to the College environment. Students who live on-campus generally have a higher G.P.A. and get
more involved in school activities. By the way, campus housing is guaranteed for eight semesters
(housing is guaranteed for transfer students on a pro-rated basis).
Can I have a car on campus?
Students are permitted to have cars, as long as they purchase a parking sticker ($100). Commuter
students get their own parking sticker that allows them to park in a variety of “commuter lots”
around campus.
Are there places on campus where I can store my belongings during the day?
We have lockers in the campus center that are available for students to rent. Please contact the
Office of Student Activities for further inquiries about locker space at (240) 895-4209.
Is there a place for commuters to cook or store food?
We understand that commuters sometimes have lunch or dinner for themselves on campus. There
is a commuter kitchen in the campus center with a fridge and a microwave available for their use.
We recommend labeling any food left in the commuter kitchen with your name and the date it
was placed there so that it does not get cleaned out.
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