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C urrent Top Destinations

Open Doors2006,areporton internationaleduca-
tion published annually by theInstituteof
InternationalEducation,liststhe20m ostpopulardes-
tinationsforstudying abroad as:United Kingdom ,
Italy,Spain,France,Australia,M exico,Germ any,
China,Ireland,CostaRica,Japan,Austria,N ew
Zealand,Czech Republic,Greece,Chile,South Africa,
Argentina,Braziland India.

Thereport’sfindingsalso suggestthatUS college
studentsareno longeronly engaging in thetypical
“junioryearabroad experience,”and instead areseek-
ing opportunitiesthatvary in duration.Additionally,
som earegoing abroad m orethan onceduring their
collegiatecareer.Studentsareincreasingly seeking
experiencesin non-traditionaldestinationsand non
English-speaking countries.

To view statisticsfrom thisreportand learn m ore
inform ation abouthostregionsand fieldsofstudy,go
to http://opendoors.iienetw ork.org/?p=89211.

H elpfulResources

H ereareseveralhelpfulstudy abroad w ebsites
thatofferinform ation on availableprogram s,thepros
and consofparticipating in astudy abroad experi-
ence,and nitty-gritty detailsforspecificcountries:

Sending YourStudentto
Study Abroad

w w w .studyabroad.com

Includesinform ation on avariety ofcountries,
discussion forum s,searchabledatabases,and a
com prehensivelisting ofstudy abroad program s
offering internationaleducation.

w w w .intstudy.com

Includesinform ation on collegesalloverthe
w orld,theprosand consofstudying abroad in
specificfields/m ajors,traveland living logistics.

w w w .goabroad.com

Includesinform ation on studying,w orking,and
volunteering abroad,including travellogisticsand
linksto specificprogram w ebsites.

w w w .iiepassport.org

Includesinform ation organized by country and
field ofstudy,aprogram directory and detailed
search optionsforexploring travellogistics.

w w w .studyabroadfunding.org/

Includesinform ation and resourceson funding
opportunitiesthrough acom prehensivedatabase.

C hoosing N ot to Study Abroad

Don’tletyourstudentfoolyou.Therearem any
studentsw ho choosenotto includeinternational
education in theircollegiatecareer. Forstudents
w ho determ inestudying abroad forasem esterisnot
an option,thereareotherw aysto getinternational
experienceand develop therelated skill-sets.M any
studentsparticipatein condensed educationaloppor-
tunities,such assix-w eek sessionsorspring break
im m ersion trips.O therschooseto backpack w ith
friendsortravelw ith fam ily on vacation overseas.

Thereareplenty ofw aysto build aresum eand
develop m arketableskills.W eighing theprosand
consofparticipating in astudy abroad program w ill
m akethingseasier.Plus,therearealw aysprofession-
alson cam pusw illing to talk w ith you aboutthisbig
decision.

Top 5 Reasons to Study Abroad

1. Internationalexperiencecan help studentsgain
self-confidence,self-reliance,and independence.
Living abroad necessitatesthedevelopm entof
certain lifeskillsstudentscan’tnurturew ithout
thisuniqueopportunity.

2. Internationalexperiencehelpsstudentsgain flu-
ency in anotherlanguage,asthey areim m ersed
in theculture.Living abroad can also help them
satisfy collegelanguagerequirem ents.

3. Internationalexperienceisan im pressiveresum e
note,especially in today’scom petitivejob m ar-
ketand globalsociety.

4. Internationalexperiencehelpsstudentstruly
understand w hatitm eansto beacitizen oftheir
country,w hilegaining new w orld perspectives
and exploring differentbeliefand valuesystem s.

5. Internationalexperienceoffersastructured
opportunity forstudentsto exploreanew coun-
try w ith theirpeers,w hileengaging from both
an intellectualand asocialperspective.


